
ELK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SPECIAL MEETING – January 4, 2022 

 

ELK COUNTY WEBSITE:  www.countyofelkpa.com   
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 28, 2021 

 

RESOLUTIONS- N/A 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

1. County of Elk Worksite Employee Weapons Policy 

2. Approval for contract renewal for FY 21/22 Adelphoi Village (Group Home Placement Facility) 

3. Approval for contract renewal for FY 21/22 Project Point of Light (Assessment/ Evaluations) 

4. Approval for contract renewal for FY 21/22 Harborcreek Youth Services (Residential Treatment 

Facility) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: December 18, 2021  December 30, 2021 

 

GENERAL FUND         $94,139.27 

  LIQUID FUEL        $22,000.00 

  ACT 13 HWY/ BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT    $15,902.92 

  COUNTY OF ELK/ DRUG & ALCOHOL         $655.02 

  COVID ARP         $53,992.58 

  2020 CDBG         $42,452.00 

  E-911 WIRELESS FUND         $6,455.36 

  NORTHERN TIER REGIONAL TELE PROJ      $1,485.79 

  CO OF ELK RECORD IMPROVEMENT      $2,038.86 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further review.) 

 

GOOD OF THE COUNTY  

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their teachers, 

all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS 
 
 

QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS  
 

 

ADJOURN MEETING 

 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022  
10:00A.M. Conference Room No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 





















































April 20, 2022                                                    Office of the Elk County Commissioners Minutes  
                                                   Elk County, Ridgway, Pennsylvania 
  

The Elk County Commissioners met on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 10:00 AM at the Straub Tap 
Room, St. Marys, PA.  The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Those physically 
present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew G. Quesenberry, 
Patrick E. Straub, Chief Clerk, Kathy McClelland, Elk County Planning, Kary Schneider, H.R., 
Kim Frey, Director of Elections, Dan Rimer, I.T., Thomas Wagner, Solicitor, Brenden Baptiste, 
Intern for Solicitor Wagner, Lyle Garner, Mayor of St. Marys, Chris Smith, Elk Co. Conservation 
District, Bill Brock, President & CEO of Straub Brewery, Vince Assetta, Brewmaster GM/VP, Jake 
Mercer, Press and a representative from WTAJ-TV News.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the April 5, 2022 minutes with one name correction, 
Brenden Baptiste, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Matthew G. Quesenberry stated that Straub Brewery is iconic when we think of where we come 
from.  He added that businesses are difficult to keep going for 150 years, let alone a family owned 
business for that long.  A lot of hard work and determination for generations has been put into this 
business.   
M. Fritz Lecker congratulated and thanked Straub Brewery for everything they do for the 
community and that their generosity to the community doesn’t go unnoticed. 
Joseph C. Daghir gave a brief history of the Straub Brewery and congratulated them on their 
success and hard work. 
At this time, William Brock and Vince Asetta were presented a plaque from the County of Elk and 
were wished a happy anniversary and best wishes on another 150 years. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  

1. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve retroactively the application for use of 
Courthouse Lawn from CAPSEA, Inc. to place balloons on the Courthouse Lawn on April 
13, 2022 for Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  This was seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and 
carried unanimously.   

2. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to appoint Tracy Gerber, Planning Director, to the 
Elk County Redevelopment Authority completing the term of a resigned Board member Thru 
December 31, 2022.  This was seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 

3. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve a contract renewal for Pentz Run Youth Services 
– Independent Living Grant for Elk County Children & Youth Services, Fiscal Year 20-21 
and Fiscal Year 21-22.  This was seconded by M. Fritz Lecker carried unanimously.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: April 2, 2022- April 15, 2022 
  GENERAL FUND       $735,855.61 
  COUNTY OF ELK DRUG & ALCOHOL                                 $770.41 
  RECYCLING CENTER BLDG. FUND                 $12,000.00   
  HUMAN SERVICE DEVELOPMENT BLK     $12,500.00 
  COVID ARP          $53,892.21 
  2018 CDBG          $18,664.82 
  FEDERAL SOCIAL SERV./DEVELOPMENT BLK.      $6,955.00   
  TRANSPORTATION        $62,491.00 



  GAS WELL IMPACT FEE                                         $17,000.00 
  2018 CDBG            $3,000.48 
  2020 CDBG                                                                              $7,830.00 
             2019 CDBG                                                                                       $12,864.06 
  HAZARDOUS MATERIAL REPONSE        $6,229.91 
  E-911 WIRELESS         $19,720.32 
  NORTHERN TIER REGIONAL TELE PROJ   $245,179.28 
  DEBT FUND                                                             $11.64 
   
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above.  This was 

seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE –  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 

1. Notification from DEP for Domtar Johnsonburg Mill’s renewal of NPDES Permit 
PA0002143 for County Land Use. 

2. Notification that Pin Oak Energy Station is filing a renewal for existing GP5 General 
Permit for the Central Facility Station located in Ridgway Township. 

3. The U.S. Forest Service is proposing to use additional treatment methods to suppress 
spongy moth populations on the Allegheny National Forest.  The range of approved 
treatment methods may include Tebufenozide, Gypchek and a protocol for approving 
the use of other methods in the future. 

 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY  

 Kim Frey, Elections Director stated that April 21st is the first day that Absentee/Mail-in 
Ballots will start to be sent.  The Drop Box is available Monday-Friday 8:30AM-4:00PM and 
on Election Day 6AM-8PM.  This is the last day and time that absentee/mail-in ballots can be 
received.  Ms. Frey added that May 2nd is the last day to register to vote, change political party 
or change name.  The last day to apply for an absentee or mail-in ballot or register to vote is 
May 10, this can be done online (vote.pa.gov) or in the Elections Office (814-776-5337).  Ms. 
Frey stated there are just over 20,000 registered voters with 10,829 republican voters and 6908 
democrat voters.  The Primary Election is Tuesday, May 17, 2022. 
 

 Announcement of ARPA Aid for small businesses who did not exceed 5 full-time employees 
or the equivalent of, and were affected by Covid and/or the Governor shutdown in 2020.  M. 
Fritz Lecker added that most of these business are small “mom and pop” and unable to apply 
for federal funds.  The application is available on the County of Elk website 
(www.countyofelkpa.com). 
 

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world.   

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 am on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker; seconded by Matthew 
Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  



 
ATTEST:  _______________________________ 
                                    Chief Clerk  
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 18, 2022 
10:00 A.M. Conference Rom No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 



May 3, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, Pennsylvania 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, May 3, 2022 at 10:00 AM in Conference Room 
No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Those 
physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir and M. Fritz Lecker. Commissioner 
Matthew G. Queensberry present via Zoom. Also physically present were Kary Schneider, Deputy 
Chief Clerk, Dan Rimer, I.T., Brian Stockman, Press; Thomas Wagner, Solicitor, Kathy 
McClelland, Planning and JoAnn Seltzer, CenClear. May and Margie W., members of the public 
were present via Zoom. Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk, excused. 
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to modify the agenda as presented to remove the word  “Modify” 
from  items #2 and #3 under Resolutions. With those changes, the motion was made by M. Fritz 
Lecker to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry, carrying 
unanimously.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the April 20, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION- N/A 
 
RESOLUTION-  
 

1. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the modification to Resolution 2022-03 PA 
Race Horse Development and Gaming Act, PA Local Share Account for the Courthouse 
roof replacement from $250,000 to $350,000. This seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry 
and carried unanimously. M. Fritz Lecker explained that the cost of the roof replacement has 
increased due to many issues associated with inflation and material shortages.  

2. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-06 Mental Health Awareness 
Month.  M. Fritz Lecker seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  JoAnn Seltzer of 
CenClear stated millions of Americans live with a mental health illness every day, one out 
of four adults and one out of five children. May is set aside for CenClear to join the national 
movement to raise awareness about mental health issues within our communities. Ms. 
Seltzer also stated there is currently a shortage of mental health workers.    

3. Matthew G. Queensberry made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-08 requesting 
Appropriate Funding to Support the Mental Health System in the FY 2022-2023 State 
Budget. This was seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. Joseph C. Daghir 
explained that while there is an increase in the need for mental health services there has been 
a decrease in the state appropriations for these services.  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS- N/A 
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the application for the use of the Courthouse 
Lawn on September 11, 2022 beginning at noon for Trinity United Methodist Church.  This 
is a community picnic with food, music and kids activities. The motion was seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  

2. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve an application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds for 
the Borough of Ridgway for 2020 paving project in the amount of $6,000. The motion was 



seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and unanimously carried. M. Fritz Lecker explained 
that this was a request for another installment towards the 2020 paving project. Matthew G. 
Quesenberry stated the Liquid Fuels Tax Funds are equally spent between the 
municipalities. Brian Stockman, press, asked if the dollar amount had been higher in 
previous years. M. Fritz Lecker stated last year’s annual maximum amount was $7,000 
while 2022’s allocation is $6,000.  Matthew G. Quesenberry stated that he believed the 
maximum dollar amount correlates directly to the road miles and the population of the 
county.        

3. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds for 
Fox Township for the paving of Township Roads T-526(Fern Lane), T-527(Laurel Lane), T-
528(Anna St.), T-339(Squab Hollow Road) and T-640(George St.) in the amount of $6,000. 
The motion was seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  

4. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve a proposal for professional services from Mission 
Critical Partners, a services consulting firm to develop an Elk County Broadband strategic 
plan in the amount of $49,982.00. Matthew G. Quesenberry seconded the motion and was 
carried unanimously. Mission Critical Partners will develop a strategic plan for Elk County.   

5. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to deny the application for Elk County Tourism 
Marketing Grant for Gather on the Grass Worship 2022 in the amount of $3,000, due to a 
technically, the organization does not have 501c3 status. M. Fritz Lecker seconded the 
motion and it carried unanimously for denial, at this time due to the technicality. The 
Commissioners did state they would be in favor of revisiting the request in the future if the 
organization obtained the 501c3 status or partnered with another group who has that status.   

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: April 18, 2022- April 29, 2022 
  
 GENERAL FUND       $181,438.17 
 ACT 13 MARCELLUS LEGACY FUND    $1,250.00 
 COUNTY OF ELK DRUG & ALCOHOL    $643.84 
 WORK RELEASE       $4,257.32 
 HUMAN SERVICES      $31,620.58 
 APRA         $7,914.85 

GAS WELL IMPACT      $3,360.00 
2018 CDBG        $546.40 
HAZMAT        $1,185.43 
E-911 WIRELESS       $3,532.84 
NORTHERN TIER REGIONAL TELE PROJECT  $33,079.33 
DEBT FUND        $4.34 

 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded by 

M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE- N/A 
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY  

 We have received notice of the approval for naming a previous un-named tributary in 
Benezette Township as Kimmel Run. This was previously requested by the Keystone Elk 
Country Alliance on the March 1, 2022 meeting.   



 The COE employees have enrolled in PennDot’s Adopt a Highway Program and will 
participate in our first clean up on Friday, May 6th. (The event was actually postponed until 
Thursday, May 12th due to inclement weather on Friday, May 6th).  

 ARPA small business grants are still available for “super “small businesses, 5 FTE’s or less, 
that have been affected by the pandemic and have received $5,000 or less in COVID funds. 
Applications are available on the County’s website, www.co.elk.pa.us or paper applications 
can be picked up at the Commissioner’s office, 300 Center Street, Suite 101, Ridgway during 
normal business hours.    

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
Brian Stockman, Press, asked if Mission critical will be working with North Central Regional 
Planning and Development and or Windstream on the broadband project. Joseph C. Daghir stated 
that the three entities could very well be working together in the future on the project. M. Fritz 
Lecker added that the first step of the project is discovery.  
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 am on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker, seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 1 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 



May 18, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 at 10:00 AM in Conference 
Room No. 1 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew 
G. Quesenberry. Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk, Kary Schneider, 
Deputy Chief Clerk, Dan Rimer, I.T., Brian Stockman, Press, Marilyn Secco, Press, Thomas 
Wagner, Solicitor and former Elk County Commissioner Christine Gavazzi. Carolyn and Ms. 
Crosby, members of the public were present via Zoom. 
 
Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by M. 
Fritz Lecker, carrying unanimously.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the May 3, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION- N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS- N/A 
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the application for the use of the 
Courthouse Lawn for the hanging of a banner to advertise the 150th Anniversary 
Celebration of the First Lutheran Church on 5/20/22. The motion was seconded 
by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  

2. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the application for Liquid Fuels Tax 
Funds for Jay Township for E-3 oil to apply to various roads for dust control in 
the amount of $6,000.00 which was seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and 
the motion carried.   

3. Thomas Wagner, Solicitor, reviewed the renewal contract with Avanco for CYS 
and recommended approval of such. Matthew G. Quesenberry stated that the 
contract is for the computer system used by Child Welfare by the majority of 
counties throughout the Commonwealth. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to 
approve the contract and Matthew G. Quesenberry seconded the motion which 
carried unanimously.  

4. Proposal for entering into a new contract with CONCERN Professional Services 
for CYS. Thomas Wagner, Solicitor, reviewed the contract and recommended 
approval. Matthew G. Quesenberry explained that this is a short-lived contract 
that is necessary due to the transfer of foster care custody from Potter County to 
Elk County. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the contract 
while Joseph C. Daghir seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  



5. Request to State Representative Michael Armanini to approve a Highway 
Memorial Sign on State Route 255 for Dr. Betty Hayes. Former Elk County 
Commissioner Christine Gavazzi asked the Commissioners to support this 
endeavor to recognize Dr. Betty Hayes and the work she had done to improve the 
living conditions of the Shawmut Mining Company employees. Matthew G. 
Quesenberry made a motion to send a letter of support to approve a Highway 
Memorial sign while Joseph C. Daghir seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously.   

6. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the application for Liquid Fuels Tax 
Funds for Ridgway Township for the Water Street paving project in the amount of 
$6,000.00. Joseph C. Daghir seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: May 1, 2022 – May 13, 2022 
 
 GENERAL FUND      $800,673.08 
 NATIONAL FOREST FUND    $451,909.34 
 COUNTY OF ELK DRUG & ALCOHOL   $115.39  
 COUNTY OF ELK WORK RELEASE   $1,110.82 
 HUMAN SERVICE DEVELOPMENT BLK  $100,000.00 
 COVID ARP       $15,560.27 
 GAS WELL IMPACT FEE     $4,500.00 
 HAZARDOUS MATERIAL RESPONSE   $208.49 
 E-911 WIRELESS FUND     $15,117.95 
 NORTHERN TIER REGIONAL TELE PROJECT $16,781.24 
 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE- N/A 
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 The Elk County Community Recycling Center located at 850 Washington Street St. 
Mary’s is holding an open house on Thursday, May 26th from noon to 6pm.    

 May 15-21 is National EMS Week. We would like to recognize the commitment and 
sacrifice these workers provide to the communities they serve.  

 M. Fritz Lecker stated that Election Day went smooth and thanked the Directors, poll 
workers, I.T. and the Maintenance Department for their help.  

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 



 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
 
Marilyn Secco, Press asked if a portion of SR 255 was to be renamed after Dr. Betty Hayes. No, 
the request is for a Memorial Sign only.  
 
Brian Stockman, Press, asked if the Liquid Fuel Tax Funds could expect an increase to the 
maximum annual amount granted to municipalities due to the rising cost of fuel currently. Joseph 
C. Daghir replied that is not anticipated there would be an increase.  
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING - 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:28am on a motion by Joseph C. Daghir, seconded by M. Fritz 
Lecker and carried unanimously.  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 7, 2022 
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 1 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 



June 7, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at 10:00 AM in Conference 
Room No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew 
G. Quesenberry. Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk, Kary Schneider, 
Deputy Chief Clerk, Brian Stockman, Press, Marilyn Secco, Press, Thomas Wagner, Solicitor 
Becki Taylor, CDBG Coordinator and Beth Foster, Veterans Affairs Assistant Director.  
 
Due to technical difficulties the meeting was not available via Zoom. 
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry, carrying unanimously.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the June 7, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION- N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS- N/A 
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 
1. Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn during the summer months for Peaces of Me 

Wellness Studio. This would be on Tuesdays from 3-4:30pm for baton twirling and 
Thursdays from 4:15-5:15pm for yoga – Brian Stockman asked if there is a fee being charged 
for attending classes – Due to the application not addressing that question it was unknown if 
there is a fee – It was decided that the Courthouse Lawn Use Agreement would be amended 
for future applications to address that question - M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve, 
Joseph C. Daghir seconded the motion and carried unanimously 

2. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve an application for Liquid Fuels Tax 
Funds for Jones Township for the purchase of 700 tons of 2A Stone in the amount of $6,000, 
seconded by M. Fritz Lecker which carried unanimously 

3. Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve an application for Liquid Fuels Tax 
Funds Highland Township for the purchase of 225 tons of 2A limestone which was seconded 
by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously 

4. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve an application for Elk County Tourism Marketing 
Grant for Messengers Supporting Recovery Inc. in the amount of $2,250.00 which was 
seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously 

5. Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve an application for Elk County Tourism 
Marketing Grant for the Elk County Fair in the amount of $3,500 - Matthew G. Quesenberry 
seconded the motion and was carried unanimously 



6. Patrick Straub explained that labor council had made recommendations to bring the 
Employee FMLA Policy guidelines for the County of Elk up to current federal standards – 
The Unions have accepted the revised guidelines and the revisions were made retro-active to 
January 1, 2022 - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve while Matthew G. 
Quesenberry seconded the motion and was carried unanimously 

7. County of Elk paving project (on a pro-rated basis by user) on shared roadway to 911/ EMS 
building. Other parties involved are a) North Central RP&DC, and b) Penn Highlands 
(property formerly owned by WRC Senior Services). The project cost to the County is 
approximately $38K total- the lowest bidder  has withdrawn their initial bid that had a 15 day 
conditional pricing clause, which has expired -A new bid, reflecting current pricing, was 
submitted and had increased in total cost - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to table 
this item for the time being, Joseph C. Daghir seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously  

8. Becki Taylor explained this is an annual Cooperation Agreement between the County of Elk 
and the Borough of Ridgway for Community Development Block Grant, CDBG Program - 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and 
carried unanimously   

9.  Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the annual Pennsylvania Medical Assistance 
Transportation Program (MATP) Grant Agreement FY 22-23 (July 1, 2022 thru June 30, 
2023) with PA DHS Bureau of Managed Care Operations, Division of Medical Assistance 
Transportation. This was seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously  

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: May 16, 2022 – June 3, 2022 
 

 General Fund    $245,933.13 
 County of Elk Work Release $685.66 
 COVID ARP    $36,085.37 
 Gas Well Impact Fee   $4,500.00 
 PHFA (Phare Grant)  $7,822.00 
 2020 CDBG    $3,915.00 
 Hazardous Material Response $1,441.97 
 E-911 Wireless Fund   $52,381.74 
 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $20,235.13 
 Debt Fund    $191,701.24 

 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE- N/A 
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 



 
 As previously announced, we have engaged Mission Critical Partners to conduct a 

strategic and comprehensive broadband study for Elk County. They will soon begin an 
extensive series of surveys, speed tests, and meetings with stakeholders county-wide in 
order to identify areas of Elk County which are not served and/or underserved. The study 
will aid the Commissioners to direct available funding in an efficient and effective 
manner to appropriate areas.  As part of recent legislative developments, the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration, has created a $46B Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for those municipalities identifying true area of need. The 
intent is to achieve Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment consistent with the 
(BEAD) Program.  Elk County fully plans to be one of those recipients.  Mission Critical 
is highly skilled in this process, and recommended for this engagement. They have the 
internal expertise, resources, and affiliations to navigate through this complex arena as 
well as assist in completing broadband grant applications. Mr. Scott Neal, Vice President 
and Director of Wireless services will be attending future Commissioners meetings and 
will outline Mission Critical Partner’s scope of work and process, and take Q&A.  We 
invite any interested County resident, or stakeholder to attend these informative meetings. 
Scott Neal’s contact information is scottneal@missioncriticalpartners.com , 814-325-
9246. Brian Stockman questioned how the surveys within the County would be 
conducted - Matthew G. Quesenberry explained that a survey would be sent to every 
address within the County – Jefferson and Clearfield Counties have partnered with 
Mission Critical -  M. Fritz Lecker stated that the County of Elk is unique because of our 
topography - Patrick Straub stated there would be a press release soon and that Mr. Scott 
Neal from Mission Critical would be attending the July 5th Commissioner’s meeting 

 Beth Foster, Veterans Affairs Assistant Director for the County of Elk, successfully 
completed training and was awarded certification as a Veterans Service Officer, VSO on 
May 13, 2022. This certification allows her to represent claimants before the U. S.  
Department of Veterans Affairs in matters pertaining to claims of veterans, widows and 
orphans – Ms. Foster stated that it is a lot of hard work but she loves doing it.  

 June 6-10 is Child Welfare Professionals Appreciation Week declared by Governor Wolf 
- With caseloads exploding the County of Elk is very fortunate that we have little turnover 
which is very different from other counties and that starts at the top  

 M. Fritz Lecker stated the County has received 9 applications for ARPA grant money with 
a June 15th deadline – in addition the Elk County Commissioners have partnered with the 
Elk County Community Foundation in pledging $250,000.00 in 2022 for assistance to our 
county 501©3 groups 

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
 
Marilyn Secco, Press, inquired about the Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP) 
Matthew G. Quesenberry explained that medical assistance provides a subsidy for transportation 
to medical appointments, we are the conduit from DHS to the provider - Patrick Straub added 
that he is required to submit quarterly reports for the program 
 



Marilyn Secco, Press, inquired about the Debt Fund line item in the Approval of the Bills – 
Peggy Schneider, Treasurer, was asked to join the meeting and she explained that is the fund that 
loan payments are made from  
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING - 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:52am on a motion by Joseph C. Daghir, seconded by M. Fritz 
Lecker and carried unanimously.  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 



June 21, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 10:04 AM in Conference 
Room No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew 
G. Quesenberry. Also physically present were Kary Schneider, Deputy Chief Clerk; Brian 
Stockman, Press; Marilyn Secco, Press; Thomas Wagner, Solicitor; Jim Abbey, IT Director, and 
Calvin Moore,  IT Intern; Kim Frey, Election Director; 911 Dispatchers, Jackie Zuback, Terrie 
Notarianni, Deb Ruhf and Natalee Uber; Rose Anne Ehrensberger, 911Trainer/Quality 
Assurance; Mike McAllister, Director of Emergency Services and Mark Greenthaner, 911 
Coordinator.  
 
Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk, was excused. 
 
There were no participants via Zoom 
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry, carrying unanimously.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the June 7, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION- N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-  
1. County of Elk paving project (on a pro-rated basis by user) on shared roadway to 911/ EMS 

building. Other parties involved are a) North Central RP&DC, and b) Penn Highlands 
(property formerly owned by WRC Senior Services). The project cost to the County is 
approximately $38K total –This item had been tabled at the last meeting pending an update - 
Matthew G. Quesenberry stated he had received word that the current new cost to the County 
is $42,551.17 with St. Mary’s Paving as the new low bidder. With the ever-changing cost of 
materials there is a limited amount of time from the quote date that pricing will be held - M. 
Fritz Lecker stated that the discussion on this project started approximately 18 months ago 
with North Central Regional Planning & Development and then WRC (which is now Penn 
Highlands) Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the new pricing of $42,551.17 which 
is the County’s portion seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  

 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 
1. Notice of Intent - Requesting Election Security Grant Funds in the amount of $2,519.65 - In 

2020 Congress passed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 which authorizes and 
appropriates federal funds for Election Security Grants – We have been notified that our 
award amount for 2022 is $2,519.65 - Kim Frey, Election Director, explained that the grant 



money can be used for personal computers that meet certain specifications to access 
SUREVote, mobile devices to conform to the multi-factor authentication standard, physical 
security devices to protect election infrastructure and monitoring and detection tools that can 
identify and/or mitigate any threats to the Counties’ election infrastructure. Joseph C. Daghir 
made a motion to approve with M. Fritz Lecker seconding the motion that carried 
unanimously.  

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: June 4, 2022 – June 17, 2022  
 

 General Fund    $227,284.98 
 County of Elk Work Release $825.00 
 County of Elk Substance Abuse $50.00 
 COVID ARP    $15,380.86 
 Hazardous Material Response $5,000.00 
 E-911 Wireless Fund   $143,677.72 
 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $40,551.44 

 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE- N/A 
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 The strategic and comprehensive broadband survey is now live, please complete your 
survey and return it. In order to have good information the County needs your participation. 
Mr. Scott Neal, Vice President and Director of Wireless Services will be attending the July 
5th Commissioner’s meeting with a presentation for the public.  

 The Board of Commissioners are pleased to announce that a total of $91,000 was 
approved recently in funding to local service groups.  The funding for these awards 
comes from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  In acknowledging the importance 
of these groups and the valuable service they provide to county residents, this grant 
program was intended to support local nonprofit organizations, other than 501©3, and to 
provide economic relief from the financial hardships that were caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Awards were granted to all eligible groups that submitted applications.  They 
are:  

o $5,000     Lions Club of St. Mary’s 
o $6,000     Ridgway Elk County Chamber of Commerce 
o $10,000   Ridgway Elks Lodge 0872 
o $10,000   Ridgway Industrial Development Corp (RIDC) 
o $10,000   Ridgway Frank Servidea Council 1064, Knights of Columbus 



o $10,000   Ridgway Legion Club Post 208 
o $10,000   Ridgway Moose Lodge #437       
o $10,000   St. Mary’s American Legion Post 103 
o $10,000   St. Mary’s BPO Elks Lodge #437 
o $10,000   St. Mary’s Loyal Order of Moose #146 

In addition, the Elk County Commissioners have partnered with the Elk County 
Community Foundation in pledging $250,000.00 in 2022 for assistance to our county 
501©3 groups.   

 Elk County experienced a round of severe weather on Thursday June 16th that resulted in 
a Severe Thunderstorm Warning for all of Elk County and subsequently a Tornado 
Warning for a portion of Elk County. The National Weather Service briefings were 
shared with staff and an extra tele communicator was placed on 2nd shift to mitigate any 
influx of calls should any storm come to fruition. The team handled the inundation of 
calls with professionalism averaging 58 calls per hour for 4 hours during the height of the 
event. The Board of Commissioners recognized the staff and management of the 
Emergency Services department for the superior job they did during this most recent 
event. Mike McAllister commended not only his staff but also the first responders that 
covered the event. To avoid tying up lines dedicated for emergency services, if you 
experience a power outage please contact 1-888-lightss. If the power outage impacts life 
sustaining equipment such as oxygen, etc. call 911.   

 June is National Dairy month stated Joseph C. Daghir recognizing the 8 dairy farms in Elk 
County 

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
 
Marilyn Secco, Press, stated that in the past she had received notifications of weather events on 
her cell phone but did not during the event last week - Mike McAllister explained that possibly 
due to her cell phone’s location at the time there was not a threat in that particular area 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING – 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:41am on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker, seconded by Joseph C. 
Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 



July 5, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 5, 2022 at 10:06 AM in Conference Room 
No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Those 
physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew G. 
Quesenberry. Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk; Kary Schneider, Deputy 
Chief Clerk; Brian Stockman, Press; Marilyn Secco, Press; Dan Rimer, IT; Calvin Moore, IT 
Intern and Scott Neal, VP/Director of Wireless Services, Mission Critical Partners .  
 
Tom Wagner, Solicitor, was excused. 
 
Participants via Zoom were Professor Terry Brawand, executor for the estate of William 
Brawand of Wilcox, PA 
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry, carrying unanimously.  
 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the June 21, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION- 
 
Mr. Scott Neal, VP/ Director of Wireless Services, Mission Critical Partners gave a presentation 
of the status of the Broadband Project for the County – The intended outcome of the project is to 
bring better high-speed broadband to the underserved and services to the unserved – Currently in 
the data collecting phase, surveys will be mailed to all County property owners as well as 
accessible on the County’s website - To date approximately 70 responses have been received – 
The project will include working with broadband suppliers to determine the best possible 
outcome for Elk County – In addition, there are federal grant opportunities available to assist 
with reducing the digital divide  
 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-N/A  
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve an application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds in 
the amount of $6,000 for the City of St. Mary’s for the purchase of 208.92 tons of 1b 
stone at the cost of $28.72 per ton   - total project cost $6,000.18. The motion was 
seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously  

 
 



 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: June 18, 2022 – June 30, 2022  
 

 General Fund    $463,537.01 
 County of Elk /Drug & Alcohol $492.73 
 County of Elk Work Release $581.00 
 COVID ARP    $12,653.72 
 Gas Well Impact Fee   $1,197.60 
 CDBG -COVID   $2,231.788 
 Hazardous Material Response $300.67 
 E-911 Wireless Fund   $137,639.86 
 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $8,086.88 
 Debt Fund    $26.82 

 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE-  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 

1. Correspondence received from WHM Consulting, LLC notifying of the intent of West 
Penn Power (WWP) to submit a Chapter 105 Water Obstruction and Encroachment 
Permit to the PA Department of Environmental Protection in accordance with 25 
Pennsylvania Code §105.13(e)(l)(v) – West Penn Power (WWP) is proposing the Helen 
Mills Reliability Project (Project) in Brockport, PA (Horton Township, Elk County) - The 
purpose of the Project is to install power distribution equipment to provide an alternate 
source of electric power, improving reliability for West Penn Power customers in the 
Brockport and Helen Mills area.  

2. Correspondence received from Diversified Production LLC (DGO) providing notification 
of the request to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Air 
Quality Program to obtain a Plan Approval to construct five (5) natural gas-fired 
combustion engines and one (1) natural gas-fired generator for the natural gas well pad 
(Longhorn Pad C) located in Jay Township, Elk County, Pennsylvania – The facility is 
currently authorized under a GP5a permit 

3. Correspondence received from Diversified Production LLC (DGO) providing notification 
of the request to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Air 
Quality Program to obtain a Plan Approval to construct five (5) natural gas-fired 
combustion engines and one (1) natural gas-fired generator for the natural gas well pad 
(Longhorn Pad A) located in Jay Township, Elk County, Pennsylvania  

4. Correspondence received from Larson Design Group (LDG) providing notification that 
National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (NFG) is applying for a Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) General Permit 5 for the replacement 
of a section of pipeline due to a washout. This notification also serves to inform that NFG 
will be obtaining any and all required permits for stream or wetland encroachments from 



the planned development as required by the PA DEP under Pennsylvania Code Title 25, 
Environmental Protection, Chapter 105, Dam Safety and Waterway Management 

5. Correspondence received from Keller Engineers summarizing the meeting held on April 
5, 2022 in the Courthouse Annex, Conference Room #1 with municipal representatives to 
review the findings of the current bride inspections for municipally owned bridges in Elk 
County. The purpose of the meeting was to review the overall condition of each structure 
as well as the maintenance recommendations made in the inspection reports, and to 
answer any questions to aid in planning, budgeting and addressing maintenance 
recommendations 

6. Correspondence received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of Attorney 
General providing notification of  the reimbursement for 2021 District Attorney’s salary 

 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 The strategic and comprehensive broadband survey is available online at the County of Elk 
website, http://www.countyofelkpa.com. A hardcopy will be mailed to all property owners 
for those who wish to complete a paper version. We are asking for all to complete the 
survey in order to have the best information moving forward.  

 M. Fritz Lecker stated that ARPA grant monies totaling $195,000 has been awarded to 43 
“super” small businesses within the County – The maximum award was $5,000 per 
business 

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS-  
 
Brian Stockman, Press asked if items #2 and #3 under correspondence were new applications to 
put in bitcoin mines - Joseph C. Daghir responded by saying that they are not applications since 
the site was been there for over a year 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
ADJOURN MEETING – 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:39am on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker, seconded by Joseph C. 
Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 19, 2022  
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 





July 19, 2022                                          Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 10:02 AM in Conference 
Room No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew 
G. Quesenberry. Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk; Kary Schneider, 
Deputy Chief Clerk; Brian Stockman, Press; Marilyn Secco, Press; Calvin Moore, IT Intern; 
Tom Wagner, Solicitor; Nancy Baker, Children & Youth Director; Scott Atwell, Warden; Aaron 
Nicklas, Deputy Warden; Bill Laird, Representative from the St. Mary’s Municipal Airport; Ron 
Minnick, constituent.  
 
Participants via Zoom were Professor Terry Brawand, Carolyn and an unknown viewer.  
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry, carrying unanimously.  
 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the July 5, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION-N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-N/A  
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. The Commissioner’s meeting scheduled for August 16, 2022 is cancelled – On a motion 
made by Matthew G. Quesenberry, seconded by M. Fritz Lecker the motion carried 
unanimously.  

2. There will be a meeting of the Commissioner’s on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 at the 
Elk County Fair Grounds, Building #1, starting at 10am – It is the 47th Annual Fair in Elk 
County beginning Tuesday, August 9th - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously  

3. Agreement with Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Child Welfare 
Information System Data Sharing, effective October 1, 2022 – September 30, 2023 - 
Nancy Baker, Children & Youth Director explained that this is a renewal agreement that 
is at no cost to the County and allows access to the state data base used by Children & 
Youth Agencies - M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve, seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry and the motion carried unanimously  

4. Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn from Messengers Supporting 
Recovery/Mecca-Mann for the dedication of a planting and Remembrance Day for drug 
overdose awareness – This is scheduled for August 28, 2022 beginning at 3pm.  -  Joseph 



C. Daghir made a motion, seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and the motion carried 
unanimously 

5. Correspondence received from Alcohol & Drug Abuse Services, Inc. (ADAS)  notifying 
of a vacancy on the Board of Directors and recommending for approval to fill the vacancy 
with Ms. Aria Magnussun  - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve, seconded 
by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously 

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS:  July 2, 2022 through July 15, 2022 
 

 General Fund    $197,916.91 

 Liquid Fuels    $7,000.00 

 County of Elk /Drug & Alcohol $160.00 

 County of Elk Work Release  $775.00 

 Recycling Center Bldg. Fund  $10,150.00 

 COVID ARP    $364,674.50 

 Hazardous Material Response  $1,566.73 

 E-911 Wireless Fund   $24,960.24 

 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $37,713.06 

 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 
by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE-  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 

1. Correspondence received from the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest 
Service, Allegheny National Forest Supervisor’s Office – providing notification of intent 
to file an application with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for a Highway 
Occupancy Permit #277779 for the construction of new means of egress at the Irwin Run 
Canoe Launch in Spring Creek Township, Elk County – The permit allows construction of 
an egress from Irwin Run Canoe Launch to state Route 3002 

2. Correspondence received from the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy providing 
notification of the recently submitted General Permit 01 Application for Fish Habitat 
Structures to be installed in the Middle Fork East Branch Clarion River on State Game 
Land 025 in Jones Township, Elk County 

 



GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 Correspondence received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of 
Corrections, stating the Elk County Prison has earned full compliance, no deficiencies or 
citations, during the 2022 inspection period. Prison Board Chair, Commissioner Matthew 
G. Quesenberry stated that Warden Atwell and the staff deserve credit for their efforts in 
operating the facility in accordance with statewide correctional standards. Warden Atwell 
explained that as long as the Prison has no deficiencies the inspection process occurs every 
other year and includes policies/documentation as well as a physical inspection of the 
facility. He recognized all of this staff for their assistance with the inspection – The 
Commissioners congratulated the Warden and his staff on the inspection results  

 Update from Bill Laird, representative from the St. Mary’s Municipal Airport – During a 
recent inspection it was identified that there were minor problems with the fuel tanks, such 
as nozzles or hoses – There are gasoline and 90 octane tanks that are no longer used and 
need “put out of service” but not necessarily removed at this time – The airport, once a 
again, will be selling  corn-on-the cob locally – The Drag Race that was held in June was 
received very well and the St. Mary’s Municipal Airport has received a check for $10,000 
from the event – August 27th the Airport is hosting the American Spirit Aviation Festival 
with events that include a car show, plane rides, food & craft vendors, kids zone, 5k run, 
live music, and a pin up girl contest  

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS- N/A 
 
Brian Stockman asked for an update on the number of Broadband surveys returned - Patrick 
Straub stated that the mailing has not gone out yet due to supplier issues with envelopes 

 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 

Ron Minnick, constituent, had a concern for the Irwin Run culvert on ANF property– He 
stated that he understood that there are intentions of removing the culvert due to flooding and 
the impact that it has on the native brook trout – He has been working with Bob Imhof, local 
historian, identifying the culvert has been there for over 160 years, originally used in a 
sawmill business and then as part of a railroad grade and doesn’t want it removed – It was 
suggested to contact G. T. Thompson and Trout Unlimited as advocates to partner with in 
requesting the USFS to stop the removal of the culvert –  

 
ADJOURN MEETING – 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker, seconded by Joseph C. 
Daghir and carried unanimously.  
 
 



ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 2, 2022  
10:00 A.M. Conference Room No. 2 

Courthouse Annex Building 
 



August 2, 2022                                           
Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, August 2, 2022 at 10:00 AM in Conference 
Room No. 2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir and Matthew G. Quesenberry. 
Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk; Kary Schneider, Deputy Chief Clerk; 
Brian Stockman, Press; Marilyn Secco, Press; Tyler Daniels, Chief Assessor; Tracy Gerber, 
Planning Director; Becki Taylor, CDBG Coordinator; Ryan Miller, County Engineer; Al 
Maletto, Johnsonburg Borough.  
 
Participants via Zoom were Rick Marzella, Continental Construction.  
 
Excused were Commissioner M. Fritz Lecker and Tom Wagner, Solicitor.  
 
Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir, carrying unanimously. Tracy Gerber asked if Item #6 under New Business 
could be changed to the first item on the agenda which was approved by Commissioners Joseph 
C. Daghir and Matthew G. Quesenberry.  
 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the July 19, 2022 minutes as presented seconded by 
Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION-N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-N/A  
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. Application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds in the amount of $6,000 for Horton 
Township to purchase oil for township roads - Total cost of the project is $54,182.00 
- Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and 
carrying unanimously  

2. Application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds in the amount of $6,000 for Spring Creek 
Township to purchase road salt, delivery of road salt and purchase of cold patch -  
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and 
carrying unanimously 

3.  Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn from the Ridgway Elk County 
Chamber of Commerce to hang a banner from July 27, 2022 through August 15, 2022 
Welcoming NRA National Champions - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, 
seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously 



4. Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn from the Ridgway Elk County 
Chamber of Commerce for the Flavor of Fall Festival to be held September 23, 2022 
through September 24, 2022. There is no fee to attend the event - Joseph C. Daghir 
made a motion to approve, seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and carrying 
unanimously 

5. Execute a Contractual Services Agreement for an Assistant Public Defender - Patrick 
Straub stated that Attorney Mike Marshall has signed a one (1) year contract with the 
County to provide these services - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to 
approve which was seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously 

6. Johnsonburg Storm Sewer Project for FY 2019, 2020 and 2021 bid opening – This 
item moved to became the first on the New Business agenda – Two (2) bids were 
received and opened by Patrick Straub - Bob Cummings Construction of Bradford bid 
$557,000 while Continental Construction of Ridgway bid $567,633.74 – The County 
Engineer and CDBG Coordinator asked for the bids to be tabled until the August 10th 
Commissioner meeting allowing more time to review the bids - Matthew G. 
Quesenberry made a motion to approve which was seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and 
carried unanimously 

7. Dickinson, Inc.  contract renewals for Family Resource Network, Triple P, 
Comprehensive Psychosocial Evaluations with Recommendations and Parent as 
Teachers for services for Children and Youth - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to 
approve, seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously 

8. Contract renewal with CAPSEA for Incredible Years services for Children and Youth 
- Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and 
carrying unanimously 

9. Contract renewal with Lifespan Family Services of PA – foster care facility – for 
Children and Youth - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, seconded Matthew 
G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously 

10. Contract renewal with Children’s Aid Society in Clearfield County – foster care 
facility – for Children and Youth - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve, 
seconded Matthew G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously 
  

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS:  July 16, 2022 through July 29, 2022 
 

 General Fund    $312,961.31 

 Liquid Fuels Act 144   $31.14 

 Act 13 Marcellus Legacy Fund $365.00 

 County of Elk /Drug & Alcohol $523.72 

 COVID ARP    $7,199.22 



 Gas Well Impact Fee   $5,000.00 

 2018 CDBG    $4,194.48 

 2020 CDBG    $7,830.00 

 2019 CDBG    $14,823.32 

 Hazardous Material Response $5,652.98 

 E-911 Wireless Fund   $12,257.43 

 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $64,504.19 

 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE-  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 

1. SGL Carbon LLC informed the County Commissioners of its intent to apply for a plan 
approval to expand its Graphite Purification Process by adding an additional eighteen (18) 
Purification Furnaces 

 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 The County is now accepting Act 13 Grant applications for the fall round - The application 
process opened August 1st and will close August 31st. Applications are available on the 
County’s website at www.countyofelkpa.com 

 Patrick Straub noted that of the 14,670 Broadband surveys sent out 2,227 have been 
received back via USPS and 394 via the internet for a total of 2621, being about a 18% 
return already exceeding the hopeful return of 1,000 - Brian Stockman asked if there was 
a hard deadline, which there isn’t 

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS- N/A 
 

 Marilyn Secco asked who could qualify for Act 13 grants – Matthew G. Quesenberry 
explained that eligible applicants include municipalities, 501© organizations and 
emergency service providers with limitations on what the grant monies can be used for  

 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
 



ADJOURN MEETING –  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 AM on a motion by Joseph C. Daghir, seconded Matthew 
G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously  
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 10, 2022  

10:00 A.M. Elk County Fair Grounds Building #1 



August 10, 2022                                           
Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 at 10:00 AM at the Elk 
County Fair Grounds, Building #1. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir and Matthew G. Quesenberry. 
Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk; Kary Schneider, Deputy Chief Clerk; 
Tom Wagner, Solicitor; Kim Frey, Elections Director; Calvin Moore, IT Intern; Jim Abbey, IT 
Director; Tracy Gerber, Planning Director; Becki Taylor, CDBG Coordinator; Lee Neureiter, 
Register and Recorder; Sheriff William Caltagarone; Benjamin Izbinski, Deputy Sheriff; Dave 
Mattiuz, Fox Township Supervisor; Ernie Mattiuz, Elk County Farm Bureau Secretary; Jeremy 
Dorsey, Elk County Fair; Jake Mercer, Press; Marilyn Secco, Press. 
 
Excused were Commissioner M. Fritz Lecker.  
 
 
There were no participants via Zoom.  
 
 
Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by 
Joseph C. Daghir, carrying unanimously.  
 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the August 2, 2022 minutes as presented, seconded 
by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION-N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-N/A  
 

1. Johnsonburg Storm Sewer Project for FY 2019, 2020 and 2021 – Two (2) bids were 
received and opened by Patrick Straub at the August 2, 2022 meeting- Bob 
Cummings Construction of Bradford bid $557,000 and Continental Construction of 
Ridgway bid $567,633.74 – The County Engineer and CDBG Coordinator asked for 
the bids to be tabled until the August 10th Commissioner meeting allowing more time 
to review the bids - Becki Taylor stated that the lowest bid was significantly higher 
than the grant money available for the project – The project will need to be re-scoped 
and rebid as smaller projects – A motion was made by Matthew G. Quesenberry to 
reject all bids at this time, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously.  

 
NEW BUSINESS- 



1. Application for Liquid Fuels Tax Funds in the amount of $6,000 for Johnsonburg 
Borough towards the purchase of a 2022 Ford F550 dump truck for road maintenance 
and snow plowing - Total cost of the purchase is $89,607.60 – A motion was made by 
Joseph C. Daghir to approve the application for $6,000 to Johnsonburg Borough, 
seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  

2. Contract with AllPaid to provide credit card services to the Register/Recorder office - 
Lee Neureiter stated that his solicitor has reviewed the contract – This is a service that 
allows credit or debit card transactions within his office which will be especially 
helpful since a lot of people don’t carry cash – The swipe feature is up and running 
with the chip reader to be implemented by the first of the year - This is at no cost to 
the County – A motion was made by Joseph C. Daghir to enter into the contract with 
AllPaid seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

3. Election Integrity Grant for $103,425.87 this grant can be used for various items 
within Act 88 for elections - Kim Frey explained that Elk County was allocated  
$103,425.87 from the Act 88 legislation for the grant – There are stipulations that the 
County must follow to be eligible for the grant money – eligible expenses include 
payment to staff for canvassing mail-in and absentee ballots as well as printing of 
ballots, training costs for district election officials, payment to staff at polling places 
on election day, transportation, storage and management of voting apparatuses and 
the cost to county board of elections duties related to processing voter registration 
applications -  A motion was made by Joseph C. Daghir to apply and accept the 
Election Integrity Grant seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried 
unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: July 30, 2022 through August 5, 2022 
 

 General Fund    $147,077.15 

 Liquid Fuels Act 144   $279.82 

 Act 13 Marcellus Legacy Fund $482.25 

 COVID ARP    $96,155.87 

 Gas Well Impact Fee   $10,000.00 

 Hazardous Material Response $200.05 

 E-911 Wireless Fund   $15,531.55 

 Law Enforcement Dispatch  $30,834.38 

 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $220,872.17 

 Debt Fund    $13.05 

 



 
 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE-  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 This is the 47th Annual Elk County Fair – for all the volunteers who come together to make 
this happen each and every year, thank you! – Jeremy Dorsey explained this is the Elk 
County Fair and not the ‘Kersey” fair, exhibitors bring in their goods prior to the opening 
day at the fair, which are then judged and all are put on display 

 There is a free service to Elk County property owners whereby they can be notified by 
email of any document recording in their name – The service is called FraudSleuth - Lee 
Neureiter stated that anyone can register online and if someone tries to record a deed or 
mortgage against your property you will receive an email notifying you 

 Ernie Mattiuz invited everyone to the Big Maple Farms on September 9th for the annual 
Farm Bureau meeting  

 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS- N/A 
 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
 
ADJOURN MEETING –  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:21 AM on a motion by Joseph C. Daghir, seconded Matthew 
G. Quesenberry and carrying unanimously  
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 6. 2022  

10:00 A.M. Courthouse Annex 
     Conference Room #2 



September 6, 2022                                           
Office of the Elk County Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes                    Elk County, Ridgway, PA 
 
 
 

The Elk County Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 10:00 AM, Conference 
Room #2 of the Courthouse Annex. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Those physically present were Commissioners Joseph C. Daghir, M. Fritz Lecker and Matthew 
G. Quesenberry. Also physically present were Patrick Straub, Chief Clerk; Kary Schneider, 
Deputy Chief Clerk; Tom Wagner, Solicitor; Kim Frey, Elections Director; Dan Rimer, IT; 
Tracy Gerber, Planning Director; Becki Taylor, CDBG Coordinator; Sheriff William 
Caltagarone; Jason McDermott, Chief Deputy Sheriff; Ryan Miller, County Engineer; Al 
Maletto, Johnsonburg Borough; Nancy Baker, CYS Director; Peggy Schneider, Treasurer.  
 
Participants via Zoom were Rick Marzella, Continental Construction, Carolyn, Misty Crosby and 
Rachel Kilhoffer.   
 
There were no members of the press present.  
 
 
M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry, carrying unanimously.  
 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the August 10, 2022 minutes as presented, seconded 
by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION-N/A 
 
RESOLUTION- N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS-N/A  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
 

1. Bid opening – Johnsonburg West End Storm Sewer Project – Phase 1 – This is for the 
Grove Street area with 2019 funds – The CDBG project was tabled at the August 10, 
2022 BOC meeting due to limited funding available. Four (4) new bids were received 
for this revised bidding round: (#1) Bob Cummings Construction $205,000 (#2) 
Continental Construction $163,248 (#3) Dean Construction $207,000 (#4) Glen O. 
Hawbaker $232,663 – After a review of the bids, Becki Taylor recommended to the 
Board of Commissioners to award the contract to Continental Construction in the 
amount of $163,248 as the lowest bidder - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion 
to award the contract to Continental Construction in the amount of $163,248, 
seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 



2. Certification of the County Election Integrity Compliance Report which is a requirement 
for the acceptance of the Act 88 Election integrity Grant Program – A motion was made 
by M. Fritz Lecker to approve the certification of the County Integrity Compliance 
Report, seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

3. The County of Elk has opened a new account with Farmers National Bank for the County 
Election Integrity Grant. – According to Peggy Schneider this is an interest bearing 
account – A motion was made by M. Fritz Lecker to ratify the new account with 
Farmers National Bank, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously. 

4. Lawrence County Prison Housing Agreement for housing Elk County inmates in 
Lawrence County as needed – This is at a cost of $50/inmate/day – A motion was 
made by Joseph C. Daghir to accept the Lawrence County Prison Agreement, 
seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

5. Contract with Kali Herzing to provide services as a part time nurse at the Elk County 
Prison - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the contract with Kali Herzing 
to provide services as a part time nurse at the Elk County Prison, seconded by 
Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

6. Contract with Julia Olay to provide services as a part time nurse at the Elk County Prison 
- M. Fritz Lecker made a motion to approve the contract with Julia Olay to provide 
services as a part time nurse at the Elk County Prison, seconded by Matthew G. 
Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

7. Agreement with Permitium for the Sheriff’s Department to outsource services for the 
application, background check tracking, processing and payment of the issuance of gun 
and concealed carry permits – This web-based program is fully supported by user fees – 
Sheriff Caltagarone explained that this service, currently done in-house, is labor 
intensive. Contracting with Permitium will free up resources and provide an audit 
trail - Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the contract with Permitium, 
seconded by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 

8. Agreement with Bid4Assets for the Sheriff’s Department as an online auction site for 
buying and selling real estate, foreclosed houses, county tax sale property and 
government seized assets – this is a web-based system fully supported by user fees - 
Contracting with Bid4Assets will free up resources within the Sheriff’s department - 
Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the contract with Bids4Assets, 
seconded by Matthew G. Quesenberry and carried unanimously. 

9. Contract for CYS with Pathways Adolescent Center for FY 22/23 – This is a Group 
Home renewal contract - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the 
contract with Pathways Adolescent Center, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and 
carried unanimously. 

10. Contract for CYS with Pentz Run Youth Services, Inc. for FY 22/23 – This is a Group 
Home renewal contract  - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the 
contract with Pentz Run Youth Services, Inc., seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and 
carried unanimously. 

11. Contract for CYS with Pentz Run Youth Services, Inc. for FY 22/23 – This is an 
Independent Living Grant renewal contract - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion 



to approve the contract with Pentz Run Youth Services, Inc., seconded by Joseph C. 
Daghir and carried unanimously. 

12. Contract for CYS with Perseus House Inc. for FY 22/23 – This is a new Group 
Home/Transitional Living contract - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to 
approve the contract with Perseus House Inc., seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and 
carried unanimously. 

13. Contract for CYS with Alexander Anderson for FY 21/22 for a storage garage for 
Probation woodshop supplies - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve 
the contract with Alexander Anderson, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried 
unanimously. 

14. Contract for CYS with Alexander Anderson for FY 22/23 for a storage garage for 
Probation woodshop supplies - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve 
the contract with Alexander Anderson, seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried 
unanimously. 

15. Contract for CYS with Professional Family Care Services, Inc. for FY 22/23 – This is a 
new Foster Home contract - Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the 
contract with Professional Family Care Services. Inc., seconded by Joseph C. 
Daghir and carried unanimously. 

16. Contract for CYS with Blueprints for FY 22/23 – This is a Foster Home renewal contract 
- Matthew G. Quesenberry made a motion to approve the contract with Blueprints, 
seconded by Joseph C. Daghir and carried unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: August 6, 2022 through September 2, 2022 
 

 General Fund    $685,147.52 

 Liquid Fuels     $12,000.00 

 Liquid Fuels Act 144   $260.95 

 Act 13 Marcellus Legacy Fund $12,250.00 

 County of Elk Drug & Alcohol $115.39 

 County of Elk Work Release $1,240.68 

 COVID ARP    $85,512.10 

 Federal Social Service/Emergency Shelter $6,954.00 

 Repository Inspection  $800.00  

 Gas Well Impact Fee   $25,809.64 

 Hazardous Material Response $301.13 

 E-911 Wireless Fund   $15,365.18 



 Northern Tier Regional Tele Project $93,965.91 

 County of Elk Record Improvement $1,260.00 

 Debt Fund    $10.22 

 
 Joseph C. Daghir made a motion to approve the payment of the bills listed above seconded 

by M. Fritz Lecker and carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE-  
(The following correspondence (if any) is available in the Commissioner’s office for further 
review.) 
 

1. Received notification from JHA Companies of a Public Water Supply Permit 
Amendment for the Johnsonburg Municipal Authority. Additional chlorination is 
necessary due to the large service area and a decrease in the turnover rate of water 
in the system. These two (2) factors has led to degradation of chlorine already in 
the treated water.   

2. Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) has completed the 
recertification review of Elk County’s PSAP’s telecommunicator training and 
certification program. The program is fully compliant and meets or exceeds the 
minimum requirements effective August, 2022. The recertification is valid 
through June 20, 2024. 

 
 
GOOD OF THE COUNTY – 
 

 The County of Elk has agreed to participate with all other PA Counties as part of in the 
National settlement agreement to resolve all Opioids litigation brought by states and local 
political subdivisions against the three largest pharmaceutical distributors. Pennsylvania 
will receive $1.07 billion as part of a $26 billion national settlement. Elk County will 
receive $272,832 in 2022, and a total of $1,176,000 total over the course of 18 
years.  These settlement funds were allocated to individual Counties based on overdose 
deaths, opioid use disorder hospitalizations, naloxone administrations, and the percentage 
of opioid shipments. The funding which will be administered by the Counties will 
provide more substance use disorder treatment, Naloxone distribution, community 
outreach programs, and ancillary services to combat addiction. 

 Elk County is working alongside Clearfield County and The North Central Pennsylvania 
Planning & Development Commission (North Central) to request proposals for a multi-
county comprehensive plan update. The process for Request for Proposals (RFP) is 
anticipated to begin late September or early October 2022.  

 There is a change of venue for the Commissioner’s meeting scheduled for October 4, 2022. 
This meeting will be held at the Keystone Elk Country Visitor Center (Benezette, PA) at 
10am in the Discovery Room. 



 Please continue to pray for our military personnel, our families and our children, their 
teachers, all elected officials and peace in the world. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS- N/A 
 
 
QUESTIONS FROM TAXPAYERS – N/A  
 
 
ADJOURN MEETING –  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 AM on a motion by M. Fritz Lecker, seconded Joseph C. 
Daghir and carrying unanimously.  
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
        Chief Clerk  
 

 
Next Meeting: 

 Tuesday, September 20, 2022  
10:00 A.M. Courthouse Annex 

     Conference Room #2 
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